March 2018
First UMC is a welcoming, accepting, caring and diverse Christian community committed to teaching the
gospel of Jesus Christ to all people through faith-based worship, exciting programs and outreach ministry.

Ponderings from your Pastor
Dear Friends,
It’s March! Finally, the cold days of winter may be behind us and the possibilities of new before us!
I was very pleased with the many people who joined together on Saturday Feb 17, 2018 for the
Vision and Goal setting. It was a wonderful time of sharing the good and joyful things happening
here at First UMC and a hopeful time as we dreamed new dreams, as we focused in on making new
disciples for Jesus Christ in our community. I am inspired by all of you, your willingness to work
hard for God’s glory and not your own, through all our ministries, to try new things, and to seek
those not here yet. It all stands as a beacon of hope to not only me, but, each other, our community,
and our guests, as we seek to serve God and grow God’s kingdom. No matter what it takes.
This Lenten Season we reached out and tried something new! On February 23, 2018 at 7 pm we
held a “Service of Taize.” Taize is a contemplative and reflective time of music, scripture, prayer
and silence as we focused our minds on God’s best for us. When we entered the sanctuary we were
filled with the awe and wonder of God’s presence. This was a unique experience and hopefully,
those present were deeply moved by the service!
I also encourage you to mark your calendars for a Healing Service on March 9, 2018 at 7 pm. I have
led many healing services and they are all beautiful gatherings of the faithful seeking healing from
those hurts both physical and spiritual. It is a deeply moving community experience as a focus on
God's healing power helps us to feel the ever-loving spirit of the One who created us.
On March 23, 2018, 7:00 pm, we will have a Prayer
Service. A prayer service is a reflective time for a
community to come together and pray for ourselves,
each other, our church and our community. You will
not be asked to pray out loud, but will be given a list
of those people, places and situations that prayer is
needed and instruction will be given to help guide
our time of prayer.
Lent is a time of preparation, growing, seeking, and
letting go. Any and all of these special services will
be able to lead your through this process with grace
and love.
Love God, Love others, and Serve the world!
Rev. Maureen

Worship

Lenten Service Line up
March Lenten Series
24 Hours that Changed the World: No single event in
human history has received more attention than the
suffering and crucifixion of Jesus of Nazareth. In this
Lenten journey, Rev. Maureen and Rev. Alicea, will
guide us through the last twenty-four hours of Jesus'
life from understanding the significance of Jesus'
suffering and death in a way you have never done
before. Whether you’re a long time Christian or
simply curious about the story of Christ's crucifixion,
you are invited to join us in retracing the last 24
hours of Jesus' life.
Since we will not be purchasing books this time, feel
free to buy and download the book onto your device,
or purchase one through Amazon.com or your local
book store.

March 23, 2018 7:00 pm

A Night of Prayer Service
Prayer, meditation, scripture and soft music will fill
the darkened sanctuary as we are led in prayer for
ourselves, each other, the community and the
world. Come and be filled with the scent of God's
temple as we are brought comfort through this
powerful experience of prayer.
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Friday March 9, 2018. 7:00 pm, Healing Service
Friday March 23, 2018, 7:00 pm, Prayer Service
Palm Sunday, March 25, 2018, 10:00 am
Maundy Thursday Service, March 29, 2018, 7:00 pm
Community Good Friday, March 30, 2018
Noon- 1pm, at First Presbyterian, Cass Ave.
Easter Sunday, April 1, 2018, 10:00 am

March 9, 2018 7:00 pm

Come and be a part of this powerful experience of a
Healing Service. Laying on of hands, prayer and
anointing play a significant role in this service.
Scripture strongly affirms ministries of spiritual healing.
Spiritual healing is God's work of offering a person's
balance, harmony, and wholeness of body, mind, spirit,
and relationships through confession, forgiveness, and
reconciliation. Through such healing, God works to
bring about reconciliation between God and humanity,
among individuals and communities, within each
person, and between humanity and the rest of creation.
All healing is of God.
*The Church's healing ministry in no way detracts
from the gifts God gives through medicine and
psychotherapy. It is no substitute for either medicine
or the proper care of one's health. Rather, it adds to our
total resources for wholeness.
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Ministry and Fellowship Updates

Community Meals will start up again on Sunday,
April 1st through the end of October. The meal
will be served between 1-3 P.M. in our Fellowship
Hall. FUMC will prepare and serve the meals on
the 1st Sunday of each month. Sign-up sheets will
be posted in the multi-purpose room.
We also need 3 additional smiling people to act as
"hosts" each Sunday. If you are able to help,
please see Dan McLatcher or Sue Rosso.

Ready, Set, Go to the Annual
*All you can Eat*
Lenten Fish Frys!!
The Fish Frys will be on March 2, 9, 16 and 23
between 4-7pm. We’ll have our Baked and Fried Fish,
along with Coleslaw, Baked and French Fried
Potatoes, Macaroni & Cheese and Vegetables. Call
your friends, relatives and neighbors to come! Takeouts are available. The price is $11. Volunteer
Sign up Sheets are on the windows in the hallway by
the Library. Volunteer early and often!
Call Sue Tregembo for any other information.
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March 24, 2018 1:30-4:30 pm

Bring the family to this fun-filled event! Games,
crafts, food, silly dancing and the EASTER BUNNY
will be here to round out the afternoon of activities!
There will be Cookie Decorating, a Cake Walk, and
let’s not forget your camera, as the Easter Bunny will
be here for pictures. Get ready to have some fun and
get your groove on!

Please plan on packing backpacks with nonperishable food on March 21st at 4:00 P.M., and
every third Wednesday of the month at Seminole
Academy located at 1500 Mulberry, Mt. Clemens.
Please see Dan McLatcher for details.

Join us on March 13th at 10:00 am in the Library.
We will read And the Mountains Echoed, by Khaled
Hosseini. All are welcome!!
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Ministry Updates and Family Spotlight of the Month
Women
With Faith
Women With Faith will meet March 1st at the Mt.
Clemens Library at 1:00 P.M. for a Agape Meal but in our
case will be sweet bread and beverage. As it says in the
United Methodist discipleship ministries, the focal point of
most Love Feasts (Agape Meals) is testimonies and praise.
Testimonies may include personal witness to God's grace or
accounts of what God has been doing in the lives of others.
Praise may take the form of hymns, prayers and scripture.
Please join us for this sharing of our faith.

Family Spotlight
of the Month

Easter Carnival Cake Decorating Contest
We’ve all seen the beautiful cakes on Pinterest or other
social media. Ever want to try making one? Well, here is
your opportunity to try your hand at cake decorating.
Make your favorite cake and decorate it. Then bring your
cake to the church on March 24 to be judged by a panel of
cake-eating aficionados. There will be a Children/Youth
Category and an Adult Category. Your cake doesn’t have to
be Easter themed. Be Creative! All cakes must be received
by 1:30 on Saturday March 24. After judging, each cake
will be donated for the Easter Carnival Cake Walk. You are
also welcome to donate a cake for the Cake Walk without it
being judged. Sign up on the Library Window to let us
know if your cake will be judged or donated. All Winners
will be announced in worship on Sunday March 25.

The Youth Group Bake Sale will take place on Friday
evening, March 2, during the Fish Fry. Bring your
appetite and your generosity and help our youth when
you take home some yummy baked goods.
Youth Sunday Our youth will lead worship on Sunday,
March 4. The focus of worship will be Grace and
Forgiveness. Plan to attend and support our youth as
they lead us in worship.
Youth March Mission, Sunday, March 4 our Youth will
go to Zion Church to help prepare and serve a meal to
those in our community. One or two parents are needed
to help transport students to Zion. If you are available to
transport and chaperone this mission event, please see
Rev. Alicea.
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Hello my name is Bethany Gimm. My husband
Aaron and I have been attending FUMC since
2011. I grew up in the United Methodist Church
and my father is a retired Methodist pastor. Aaron
and I met at Holt UMC in 2007 on Christmas Eve
and we have been together ever since. I graduated
from Hope College with a degree in Psychology
and Aaron graduated from Western Michigan
University with a degree in Mechanical
Engineering. We moved to Clinton Township
when Aaron started working at General Dynamics
in Sterling Heights and I worked for many years as
a dog trainer. Currently, I am working in customer
service at C.F. Stinson in Rochester Hills.
We spend a lot of time reading, walking our dog,
biking, hiking, and traveling. Aaron loves to play
paintball and is on a local paintball team. I enjoy
cooking, sewing, knitting, and running. I also like
to train dogs in my spare time. God has blessed
our lives and we want to use the gifts he has given
us to bless others. That is why we will be doing
mission work in Guatemala this October. We
would love to get to know you if we don’t know
you already. We are so fortunate to call FUMC our
home church!
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Joys to Share and Thank You Notes

March Birthdays
Steven Kinic
Karen Broesamle
Linda K. Johnston
Gail Spaeth
Kathleen Oakley
Breanne Tchakerian
Kelsey Bridson
Maddy Lutz
Tim Duggan
John Bober
Jessica Dumas
Joe Beaudette
Donald Clay
Bernard Weideman
Eric Munn
Jennifer Viggiano
Alex Zdravkovski
Karen Zdravkovski
Gladys Wiggins
Loretta Ballard
Jeff Beebe
Juliana Solomon
Nicole Dorrell
Nicholas Dumas
Mary Ellen Presley
Judy Buchanan
Bonnie McCormick

03/02
03/04
03/04
03/04
03/05
03/05
03/07
03/08
03/13
03/14
03/14
03/16
03/16
03/16
03/20
03/21
03/21
03/22
03/23
03/24
03/24
03/24
03/26
03/26
03/28
03/29
03/30

March Anniversaries
Larry & Judith Alger
Jason & Melissa Machalak
Joe & Jo Beaudette
Jean & Truman Guard
Bill & Jeri Wiza

03/14
03/19
03/21
03/22
03/24

Thank you to everyone who helped
us out and donated for our mission
project. Our project was
“Warming Hearts of the Homeless”
which is exactly what we did. We
passed out over 300 pairs of hand
warmers and toe warmers, 90 pairs
of thin gloves and 50 pairs of thick
gloves. The bottle drive went
amazingly and we really appreciate
all the love from our church family.

Just knowing that our family and
friends are with us, makes the way
easier. Thank you.
The Tinkham Family
Bread Ministry,
Thank you to the team for their
devotion & hard work. The gifts of
bread and pastries brought a smile
to our Warming Center guests!
God blesses,
Bob MacKool, UUMC

Dear church family,
Thank you so much for your
generosity in giving towards
WeCare!! We sent out 20 boxes of
blessings to our College Students and
those in the Services.
Joyce Wells
We received many notes of Thanks
from those who received WeCare
packages!!

Sydney and Patrisha
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Ministry Updates

A Word about United Methodist Summer Camps:

In the fall of 2008, I was asked to be the Dean of the Middle School Camp at Lake Louise in Boyne Falls, MI. I
had only been a camp counselor at one camp before I became the Dean of this camp but I had registered my son,
Jake, every summer since he was 5 years old to attend a United Methodist Summer Camp. This summer will be
his third year as a counselor at Middle School Camp and my tenth as the Dean. I believe in United Methodist
Camping so much that I flew home from Germany each summer to continue this ministry. Why is camping so
important? Camping not only gets our children and youth to unplug for a week and enjoy God’s creation but it
emphasizes the connection we have as United Methodists and immerses our children and youth in God’s love.
Summer Camp is an intensive week of diving deeper into faith. Plus, camps are fun! Make no mistake about itplaying Gaga Ball, jumping off the pier during swim time, roasting marshmallows for S’mores, conquering the
low or high ropes course, warming up with campfires under a starry sky, and singing songs of faith under the
moonlight changes our lives and deepens our faith. What better way to instill the love of God in our children and
youth than a week at camp?
The Michigan Area Conference offers many ways to camp during the summer. There are brochures for Lake
Louise, Bayshore Camp, and all the other United Methodist Camping Programs located on the Welcome Table
outside the Sanctuary and on the table between the chairs outside the main office. Take one and explore how you
can send your child/youth to camp this summer. Registration is open, online, and easy. There are early bird
discounts until March 31, 1st time Camper discounts, bring a friend discounts, and camperships available. There
are all manner of camps: horse camps, sports camps, water games camps, hiking camps, Fine arts camps, Middle
school camps, High School Camps, Elementary Camps and a Choir Camp. There is even a camp for the Disabled
called God’s Treasures Camp at Lake Huron Retreat Center. Jake began with Teddy Bear Camp for 5 and 6 year
olds, with a parent or grandparent, and a teddy bear. Camping is fun! Camping is faithful! Camping is
experiencing God! Pick up a brochure, find a camp, register online, and see how your children/Youth will grow
in faith as they experience God at a United Methodist Summer Camp. If you have questions about our United
Methodist Camps, please ask either Rev. Maureen or myself. Let’s get our young ones to camp this summer!!
See you at Camp!

Rev Alicea

Join us on Saturday, March 17 at Noon!
The Weslyans will have Keith Matz show us photos of
fall in the UP and pictures of wild life refuge in New
Mexico from a recent trip. Come for lunch at 12 noon.
Bring your own lunch or just join us for pictures at 1pm
in the Multi-Purpose Room!! Everyone is welcome!

Attendance, Gifts and Tithes for the
month of February 2018
Amount
Received

February 4
For the year 2017, the Endowment Fund generated
$9,527.68 for Trustees projects.
February 11
The value of the fund as of 12-31-2017 was $429,320.74
February 18
Thanks,
February 25
Ken Fowler, Endowment Fund Chair
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Needed

Attendance

$5,046.00 $6,500.00

78

$4,708.00 $6,500.00
$5,525.00 $6,500.00
$9,117.00 $6,500.00

71
124
141
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Our Thoughts and Prayers are with...
Our Church Family
Julie Strayer, Steve Kinic, Charlotte Randolph, Doris Breitkreuz, Diane McDougall, Jean Guard,
Rev. Emerson Arntz, Debbie Tchakerian, Denette Ballard
Grieving: Jeri Wiza's brother, Phillip Staton; Andrea Kruse's mother, Shirley Hoffman
Lori (McCollom) Hoggatt's husband, James Hoggatt

Our Friends and Family
Gary Strunk, Susan DeLano, Cindy Donahue, Lisa Dion, Anjalie Sherry, Kristy Parowski

Our Homebound
Rev. Emerson Arntz, Myrna Born, Marilyn Jean Borow, Dawn Brass, Shirley Champion, Irene Cloud,
Polly Darling, Marjie Eckhout, Mike Foy, Karen Loos, Charlotte Randolph, Murray Shelson, Fred Thielk,
Rosalie Tinkham, Patsy Weagel, Gladys Wiggins, Bernie Weideman

Those Serving in the Armed Forces
Adam Donahue, Tami Grigsby, Sean Kiernan, Tony Kiernan, Brian Hill

College Students
Sarah Akers, Emily Beebe, Leah Clifton, Nathan Clifton, Matthew Durham, Jordan Gould,
Josh Gould, Kyle Hill, Nina Hill, Ashley Krynski, Megan Kupser, Makayla Landrum,
Stephanie Lyskawa, Tighe Maclean, Madeline McInnes Sword, Theo Miller, Nick Nielsen,
Sydney Olszewski, Kevin Perry, Martin Querio, Kyle Sieben, Amy Beth Simon, Jordan Spratt,
Tina Tinkham, Sam Van Camp, Jake Williams, Morgan Wiza

Contact Information

March Lenten Worship Series

57 Southbound Gratiot Avenue
Mount Clemens, Michigan 48043
www.mountclemensumc.org
Email: office@mountclemensumc.org
Church Phone: 586.468.6464
Pastor, Reverend Maureen V. Baker
Email: revmaureen@mountclemensumc.org
Deacon, Reverend Alicea L. Williams
Email: alwharpist30@gmail.com

57 Southbound Gratiot Ave.
Mount Clemens, MI 48043
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