September 2018
First UMC is a welcoming, accepting, caring and diverse Christian community committed to teaching the
gospel of Jesus Christ to all people through faith-based worship, exciting programs and outreach ministry.

Ponderings from your Pastor
Dear Friends,
I am sure you have heard by now that I will be retiring in July of 2019. Although I have
only been with you a short time, I have grown to love you and to be loved by you. I want to
reassure you all that I am not going to go into the “retirement slide” but I will continue to help
this church be as strong as it can be for the years ahead. We have many wonderful times and
memories yet to make and I promise that I will do my best to help make them for you and for me.
As we move into fall, there are so many wonderful events and activities yet to come. We
will be continuing with Messy Church until December and we look with anticipation to all the
new people that God will bring into this place which will make our Messy Church their home. I
pray that you will come and be a part of this wonderful time of Family, Fun, Food and Worship.
Our next one is September 12 at 6 pm. If you want to help, just sign up, otherwise just come and
have a great night of fun and worship.
We will soon be celebrating an event, called “Blessing of the Animals”. This is a new
event for this church, but has been celebrated throughout the years in many other churches. We
will be holding a regular worship service on September 30, at 10 am, then you will be able to go
home and return by 11:45 for a special short service of the blessing of our pets.
Our pets mean so much to us, and become in many cases our children, our friends, our
companions, and for some the reason we get up in the morning. Why shouldn’t our Lord want us
to honor and bless them as well? On September 30, 2018, at 11:45 in the Wesley Hall, we will
gather for a short service of blessing for our beloved friends. If you are afraid your pet might be
upset by new surroundings, but would still like a blessing, leave your little one in the car with a
caregiver or friend, and Rev. Alicea or myself will come out to your vehicle and bless your pet.
So, please don’t hesitate to bring your pet for a blessing. There will be special treats for our pet
guests. Invite your friends and bring your goldfish, pet python, ferret, dog, cat, horse or any
animal that makes you happy to our Blessing of the Animals on September 30, 2018, at
11:45 am in the Wesley Hall!
B-blessed,
Rev. Maureen

Ministry Updates and Family Spotlight of the Month
Family Spotlight of the Month

YOUNG CHRISTIANS from
CHURCH getting COFFEE
We’re beginning something NEW! All YOUNG
ADULTS (age 23-36) are invited to Saturday Morning
Coffee on September 22 at 10:00am. Come, have
your morning cup of Joe and maybe a pastry at Mount
Clemens Bakery 95 N. Groesbeck. No need to RSVP,
just show up! Children are welcome and may even
come in PJ’s if necessary. Your Coffee is on us! We
look forward to seeing you!

October 6, 2018!!
Check in at 8am, Begins at 9am
Bring food donations and volunteer for
community clean-up, local repair and
beautification projects, sorting donated
food, hospitality, or give monetary
donations and/or pray for the
community.
Register today online at www.Hands4Detroit. org
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The Olszewski Family
Justine has been a member of this church her whole life.
She was a member of the youth group and is also involved
with the youth group now. She has been on two mission
trips to Henderson Settlement in Frakes, Kentucky with
her three girls. Justine met her husband Mike in high
school and they were married in the church on October
11, 1997.
Justine works at Learning Gizmos, a teacher/parent
supply store. She has been there for eight years. Mike
works for the Clinton Township Fire Dept. He has been
there for 21 years and was just promoted to the position
of Captain. Sydney, 19, is in her second year at Wayne
State University, working on her bachelor degree in
Health and Nutrition. She then plans to continue on to
graduate school for Physical Therapy. She works part time
as a Physical Therapy technician at Health Quest Physical
Therapy and lifeguards for the St. Clair Shores Senior
swim program. She was a member of the youth group for
ten years and went on two mission trips. She helped with
the Warming Center this past year and handed out gloves
and hand warmers. Jordan, 17, is in her first year at the
University of Michigan, going to study Biomedical
Engineering. She is a member of the Michigan Marching
Band, where she is one of 79 trumpet players. She worked
part time this summer at Stingray Bay, a fish aquarium
supply store. She was also a member of the youth group
for nine years. She went on three mission trips, two of
them to Henderson Settlement. Gabrielle, 15, is a
sophomore at South Lake High School. She was on the
tennis team this past year and plans to continue to play
throughout high school. She also enjoys drawing and
painting. Gabrielle is also involved with the youth group,
going on three mission trips, two to Henderson
Settlement. All three girls like to fish and go hunting with
Mike whenever they have free time.
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A Note from Rev. Alicea and Worship Update
Rev. Alicea's Notes
from Down the Hall
Once again in the news are stories of harm to the most
vulnerable in our churches, our children. These
stories are painful to hear and our hearts go out to all
the victims and to the churches in the midst of
accusations and our prayers are for repentance,
justice, renewal, and reconciliation. Twice when
Christ was teaching he talks about how we should
treat the children in our midst: "Whoever welcomes
one such child in my name, welcomes me. If any of
you put a stumbling block before one of these little
ones who believe in me, it would be better for you if a
great millstone were fastened around your neck and
you were drowned in the depth of the sea." Matthew
18:5-6 and "Let the little children come to me, and do
not stop them; for it is to such as these that the
kingdom of heaven belongs." Matthew 19:14. The
Michigan Area Conference takes this very seriously
and seeks to not only train people to be authorized
caregivers of Children, Youth, and Vulnerable Adults
but also encourages each local church to write and
implement their own policies of protection for these
groups. Over the course of the last year, Dan
McClatcher, Karen Zdravkovski, Sydney Olszewski,
and I have endeavored to rewrite the Protection Policy
of our church. We completed this work and your
Leadership Team has edited and approved this policy.
We will begin implementation of all its contents this
fall. The next step will be to begin training on this
policy for all who are involved with the ministry of the
children, youth, and vulnerable adults who participate
in our ministries. All individuals who work directly
with the children, youth, or vulnerable adults
(Warming Center clients or Community Meals
Guests) will need to be trained. If you participate by
cooking and serving meals or any other capacity that
isn’t directly related to working with our guests, you
will be exempt from this training.

4 WEEK STUDY BEGINS - WEDNESDAYS 1-2 PM,
SEPTEMBER 5-26, 2018 (Library)
OR TUESDAYS SEPTEMBER 11 –OCTOBER 2,
6:30-7:30 PM (Fellowship Hall)
This study will help you understand and grapple with
various views about the ministry and teaching of the
United Methodist Church around issues of human
sexuality. It will lead you to have honest, well informed,
and grace filled conversations with others about these
matters and the calls for change. And it will help you
discern, in prayer and conversation, how you can
respond faithfully in love of God and neighbor.
Schedule:

September 5 and 11 - Session One
September 12 and 17 – Session Two
September 19 and 25 – Session Three
September 26 and Oct. 2 – Session Four

Books are now available in office. Cost is $9.00 but
some free books are available. (see Rev. Maureen)

In order to be true to John Wesley’s call to “Do No Harm”, it is vital that we learn how to be a safe place for all who
enter our building and participate in our ministries. The consequences of not being aware of the potential dangers
or worse, assuming an attitude of “it can’t happen here, we know everyone”, can close a church. Our protection
policy will not only help us protect the most vulnerable amongst us but will protect us as well. There will be
several training dates offered so watch for those dates and be open to the fact that you will have papers to fill out
and will have to submit to a background check in order to continue doing something you may have been doing for
many years. Together, let us seek to make our church a grace-filled, loving place where all who enter here and
have an expectation of safety and security will be cared for and treated with dignity and respect.
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Youth & Fellowship Updates

YOUTH GROUP BEGINS
Bring a friend and come to our Youth Kick-Off
Party on September 9th!! NEW TIME: 4:00 –
6:00pm. There will be games and snacks! New
6th graders through 12th graders are invited to
come and hang out with us!
YOUTH SUNDAY SCHOOL
Join us every other Sunday beginning
September 16 at 9:00am in the Youth Room for
GROOVE! “The Groove Bible Study series
invites teens to learn the essentials of their faith,
own their story, and engage the world in serving
Jesus.” We begin with Groove: The Walk to
discover what it means to walk with Jesus. This
four week study takes place through October
with lessons about how to “exercise the grace,
love, patience, humility, and meekness found
only in Christ.” Hot Chocolate, chocolate milk,
and Donuts will be provided to help wake you
up as we dive into learning how to walk with
Christ!
CRESCENDO RINGERS
Join us every other Sunday beginning on
September 16 at our NEW TIME 11:30 –
12:30pm in the Sanctuary. Ringers are needed
for the Crescendo Bell Choir! Even if you’ve
never held a bell before, you can learn how to
ring these beautiful instruments. This choir is
open to all youth/young adults beginning in 6th
grade through college age.
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Rally Day Picnic & Blessing of the Backpacks!!
Save the date - Sunday, September 9, for our Rally Day
Picnic, following the Service –in the SVS Parking Lot
area. It’s been a great summer but now it’s time to get
ready for fall activities so come find out what’s new this
year and how you can be in ministry to others, grow in
your faith, or both. Blessing of the Backpacks and a
Pot Luck will be a part of the celebration!!! Sign up
Today on one of our clipboards or on the Library
window to bring a Side Dish or Dessert –Hot Dogs and
Chips will be provided!! More details to follow so keep
your eyes on the screen on Sunday mornings and your
ears open for announcements.

TWEENERS Meet for the First Time
Are you in 3rd, 4th, or 5th grade? Do you wish you
could go to Youth Group and hang out with the Teen
Agers? Well, then here’s a group for you!!! Sunday,
September 30, meet Rev. Alicea at 3:00pm at the
church, bring a friend, and join us for Pizza and
Bowling. We will return to the church by 5:00. The
cost is $5.00/person and a permission slip/
transportation voucher form is required. See Rev.
Alicea for the form. Parent drivers are needed for this
trip, if you are able to drive please see Rev. Alicea.

Women with
Faith
Women With Faith - will meet at noon September 6th
at the Mt. Clemens Library for a potluck and planning
session for the coming year. If unable to bring a dish to
pass come anyway because there is always plenty of food.
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Joys to Share

September Birthdays
Robert Pingley
Truman Guard
Colin McCallister
Timothy Wilden
Karen Clary
Keith Philo
Henry Cusic
Connor Ellis
Lyle Weldon
Christopher Williams
Gabrielle Olszewski
Wesley Lutz
Deborah Tchakerian
Paul Schutt-Pointer
Agatha Pingley
Carol Cusic
Jenna Zdravkovski
Cheryl French
Ashley Gawthrop
Shanda Golda
Mike Bridson
Mary Jo Greenslade
Jeri Wiza
Dan Zdravkovski
Shirley A. Champion
Marty Lynch
Annica Brocker
Hannah Palmer
Ruth Swistock
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09/01
09/02
09/02
09/02
09/04
09/04
09/05
09/05
09/05
09/05
09/10
09/13
09/13
09/16
09/17
09/18
09/20
09/21
09/21
09/21
09/22
09/22
09/22
09/23
09/24
09/24
09/26
09/26
09/28

September Anniversaries
Scott & Danielle Reece
Donald & Barbara Clay
Michael & Heather
McCallister
Rick & JJ Eldridge
Del & Euella Thomas
Rick & Nancy Lyon
Roger & Carolyn Merlo
Tony & Lisa Lucido
Frank & Mary Ellen Presley
Ken & Jo Fowler

09/05
09/06
09/08
09/09
09/12
09/14
09/15
09/18
09/20
09/28

Do you know someone who doesn’t
go to church? Do you need a break
from your messy, hectic, struggle-toget-dinner on the table or just make
ends meet life? Messy Church is a
family fun night filled with time to
renew your spirit and reconnect to
God’s love. ALL are invited to join
us beginning at 6:00pm, for a light
meal then moving to a time of
worship and celebration ending
promptly at 7:30. Volunteers are
needed each month to help with
food, craft/activity, and greeting/
registration. This is a fun FamilyOriented and Christ-Centered time
full of food, friendship, and faith.
Come, bring your friends, and
reconnect with God’s love. Join us,
September 12, October10,
November 14 and /or December 12.

Fall Pasty Bake
2018

Make sure you mark your calendars
for Nov. 6, 7 and 8. This is the last
bake I’ll be in charge of. We have
had one person volunteer for doing
the baking next year. Hoping we
can find two more people to share
the work with. This would be a
great plan! Think about it and let
me know if you would be interested
in this twice a year money-maker
for the church.
Pasty Chair, Sue Tregembo

Once again we will participate in The
Optimists Club Trunk or Treat Event.
This event is Saturday, October 27,
from noon until 3:00 in the Mt.
Clemens Downtown Parking
Structure. You may participate in one
of three ways: (1) donate large bags of
candy or small non-candy items like
pencils, erasers, or stickers, (2) sign up
to bring your decorated car to the
event to help pass out candy. The cost
is $25/car, OR (3) donate $25 to help
buy candy or sponsor someone else’s
car. A Sign Up sheet is posted on the
Library Window.
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Ministry Updates

Mens Bible Study meets on the 1st & 3rd Monday of
the month beginning 7PM, September 17, in the
Wesley Hall. This year we will be studying Adam
Hamilton’s book, “UNAFRAID”.
“For anyone struggling with fear, worry, or anxiety,
or who wonders how families and communities can
live as peacemakers in troubled times, Unafraid
offers an informed and inspiring message full of
practical solutions.”
Any questions, please contact Rick Eldridge
586.465.3998.

Adopt A Flower Bed
Trustees would like to give the congregation the
opportunity to adopt a portion of the surrounding
church landscape. There are 5 zones and your
responsibility would be to make sure your zone is
free of weeds and kept neat and free of debris. Your
commitment would run from May to October. We
know that the growing season is almost over, but we
like for you to start thinking about next year.
Thank You and Blessings,
Trustees

The book club will meet in the Library on September
11th at 10am to discuss The Two Family House, by
Lynda Cohen Loigman. All are Welcome!!

Attendance, Gifts and Tithes for the
monthT of August, 2018
On Wednesday September 19th at 1:30 PM the
Wesleyans will meet at the entrance to the Morley
Candy Company for a tour of the facility.
Following the tour, we will visit the new ice cream
shop where you can top off the tour with a treat.
There is no cost for the tour. Morley has asked for an
idea of how many will attend so if you plan to please
contact Marilyn Nielsen or Ken Fowler.
ALL ARE WELCOME!!
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Amount
Received

Needed

Attendance

$6,500.00

106

August 12

$7,431.00
$3,705.00

$6,500.00

August 19

$3,900.00

$6,500.00

96
92

August 26

$5,039.00

$6,500.00

107

August 5
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Our Thoughts and Prayers are with...
Our Church Family
Dwain Read, Joe Hiestand, Kelsey & Mike and Baby Jack Bridson, Nancy Donahue, Wesley Ballard,
Doris Breitkreuz, Debbie Tchakerian, Denette Ballard, Carol Ballard, LeAnn Knapp
Grieving: Greg West

Our Friends and Family
Lorraine Santo, Jean McDougall, Betty Fridley, Nina (Miller), Kat & Dennis Mueller, Dennis Hill,
Ronald & Jamie Brownlee

Our Homebound
Myrna Born, Marilyn Jean Borow, Dawn Brass, Shirley Champion, Irene Cloud, Polly Darling,
Marjie Eckhout, Mike Foy, Karen Loos, Murray Shelson, Fred Thielk, Rosalie Tinkham,
Patsy Weagel, Gladys Wiggins, Bernie Weideman

Those Serving in the Armed Forces
Adam Donahue, Tami Morgan, Sean Kiernan, Tony Kiernan, Brian Hill

College Students
Sarah Akers, Emily Beebe, Hannah Berg, Annica Brocker, Leah Clifton, Nathan Clifton, Matthew Durham,
Jordan Gould, Josh Gould, Kyle Hill, Nina Hill, Ashley Krynski, Stephanie Lyskawa, Tighe Maclean,
Nick Nielsen, Jordan Olszewski, Sydney Olszewski, Kevin Perry, Kyle Sieben, Amy Beth Simon,
Jordan Spratt, Tina Tinkham, Jake Williams, Morgan Wiza

Bring your backpacks to church
on Sunday, September 9 at 10am
for a blessing from
Rev. Maureen and Rev. Alicea!!

Contact Information

57 Southbound Gratiot Avenue
Mount Clemens, Michigan 48043
www.mountclemensumc.org
Email: office@mountclemensumc.org
Church Phone: 586.468.6464
Pastor, Reverend Maureen V. Baker
Email: revmaureen@mountclemensumc.org
Deacon, Reverend Alicea L. Williams
Email: alwharpist30@gmail.com

