
May 2017  
First UMC is a welcoming, accepting, caring and diverse Christian community committed to teaching the
gospel of Jesus Christ to all people through faith-based worship, exciting programs and outreach ministry.

 Ponderings from your Pastor

Happy Spring Church,

What a beautiful time to live in Michigan, and the Easter season is a glorious season to be a Christian.  Our 
Lenten Season and Easter created places to think about Justice in our World and they reminded us of God's 
expectation for us to open our eyes wide and be active participants in letting Justice Roll Down like Flowing 
Waters. I know I want to live a life that is patterned after Jesus'.  I want to figure out how to see other 
humans the way that God does, and I want to be sensitive enough to feel the Holy Spirit nudging and 
guiding my life. These things I want for my personal life, for First United Methodist Church, and for the 
entire United Methodist Church.

I am thankful that I serve a church that continues to look to our community and see what the needs are and 
to figure out what gifts we have to make a difference.  Our youth continue to lead by example for all of us as 
they once again are planning a mission trip this summer.  This time they are staying in the area and doing 
mission work in Mount Clemens and Detroit. (They do need a family that would be willing to house them 
for the week, contact Rev. Alicea if you have any ideas.)  I dream of the day that there is an adult team 
planning a week mission trip, maybe in our area, to the UP, to Henderson Settlement, or maybe to Haiti or 
Guatemala? Who knows...that is right, God knows! 

How are you feeling post Easter?  There is a lot on the news... I know I am even more aware of Justice issues 
now. While I am a positive thinker, I know I cannot change the world on my own.  But, I serve One who can 
change it all.  Especially when we all work together.  All people, of all races, religions, and political views. 
Together, we have to want a better world and be willing to put aside our agendas to let justice flow and bring 
peace to this world.

John 20: 21-22 "Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” When 
he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit."

When I get scared or fear starts to take hold of my thoughts and heart -this is the text that I remember.  I 
close my eyes, breathe in and out, and read these words.  They remind me that it will be ok, God is with us, 
peace is possible, and part of my job is just to breathe in The Holy Spirit and let God do the work.

As signs of new life bud up all around us, may we let God spring forth in our minds, hearts, and actions. 

Blessings, Rev. Mary
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Worship and Youth 

Calling all High School and College Seniors!Graduation 
Sunday will be on May 21st. We ask that you come and 
be present as we celebrate this important time in your 
life. Please turn in a baby picture and a graduation 
picture to the church office by May 15th.  Bring your cap 
and gowns to worship for pictures.  There is also a 
Scholarship Fund that has been started and is open to active 
FUMC Youth. Please contact Rev. Mary for this form.

YOUTH MISSION WEEK   June 18 - 25

Celebrating the 
Sacrament of Baptism this 
past month, we welcome 
these dear ones into the 
Body of Christ:

With the help of God, we will so order our lives after 
the example of Christ that these young ones, 
surrounded by steadfast love, may be established in 
the faith, and confirmed and strengthened in the way 
that leads to life eternal.

Sawyer James Lefurgey

Wyatt Paul Minarik

On Sunday June 18 our youth group will gather at the 
church to begin a week of service to our church and 
community.  We will work with the Second Hand Rose 
Thrift Shop, Habitat for Humanity, and Cass Community in 
Detroit. We will also work with Darrell Miller and Bill Wiza 
on projects for the church and parsonage as well as with 
Dan McLatcher on a project for the Warming Center.  All in 
all it will be a busy but productive week. At the end of the 
week, we will travel to Gaylord, MI to have a little fun at the 
Big Ticket Music Festival.  We will stay at the Lake Louise 
Christian Camp.  All our youth grades 6-12, including our 
recent graduates, are invited to be a part of this Mission 
Week.  If you would like to participate please see Rev. 
Alicea.   There will be a parent and youth meeting after 
church in the youth room on Sunday May 7 to discuss the 
week.  If your youth is thinking about participating and 
hasn't yet decided, please plan to attend this meeting.In 
order to make this a successful week for our youth, we are in 
need of several items.  If you have a camping cot or a roll- 
away bed we might borrow, we would greatly appreciate 
being able to sleep off the floor.  We will also eat breakfast, 
lunch, and dinner at the church and donations of food or 
snack items would be helpful.  Please see Sandy Paul or Greg 
West if you would like to donate food items.  Finally, each 
day we need adults to help with transportation to and from 
our work sites and to stay with the youth overnight at the 
church.  If you can give a day or a night to work with our 
youth please see Rev. Alicea.  This will be a wonderful week 
of relationship building, service, and sharing God's love to 
our youth, community, and church.  Thank you in advance 
for your prayers for our youth.

http://www.mountclemensumc.org/
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 Ministry Updates

Hessell’s Greenhouse offers a complete line of 
outstanding hanging baskets, porch pots, vegetable 
plants, herbs, and flowers such as geraniums and 
petunias.  Hessell’s offers a fundraising program that 
our church is participating in this year.  The flower 
fundraiser  benefits our church by helping raise 
funds for our Youth Summer Mission Program, and 
also enables us to purchase plants without having to 
stand in long lines.  Our flower fundraiser will run 
for two weeks.  Orders can be submitted on Sunday 
May 7, or Sunday May 14.  Order forms are 
available at church entrances and from Keith Rosso.  
Please complete the order form and return the form 
to Keith Rosso.  Flower orders will be available for 
pickup after service on Sunday, May 21. 

What is a Deacon and how is a Deacon different than an 
Elder?
In 1996 the General Conference of the UMC created the 
Order of Deacon as a separate clerical order from the 
Order of Elder.  Prior to this all Elders were ordained as 
Deacons before they were ordained as Elders.  Although 
this was a new order to the United Methodist Church, 
deacons have been with us since the New Testament.  
While the role of the deacon in the Bible was varied and 
complex, there was a general sense of serving others.  
Today United Methodist Deacons are also in a variety of 
roles within the church and the community.  
What makes a Deacon different?  All clergy within the 
UMC have answered a call to ordained ministry, have 
completed a higher level of education, have submitted 
answers to many theological questions and situations to 
the Board of Ordained Ministry, and have been 
questioned by the Board of Ordained Ministry to 
ascertain the validity of their call and the effectiveness of 
their ministry.  We have all been ordained by the 
presiding Bishop.  Where we differ is in our Call and in 
our Ordination.  Deacon’s answer a call from God to 
servant ministry. Some would say our ministry is to 
specific types of ministry.  Many deacons serve within 
local congregations in ministries of Christian Education, 
Youth, Music, Spiritual Formation, Pastoral Care as well 
as others, but many also serve in the world in social 
justice or other non-profit organizations.  Some deacons 
even serve on farms, at camps, and in schools and 
hospitals.  Our ministries are varied but all have the 
common goal of connecting the church to the world.  
Another difference is our ordinations.  An Elder is 
ordained to Order, Sacrament, Word, and Service 
whereas a Deacon is ordained to Word and Service.  This 
is why Rev. Mary presides at Baptism and Holy 
Communion and I assist.  My calling is to live a 
sacramental life but not to Sacrament.  
Next month….Why are there different stoles?

The Ministry of
 The Deacon Full Connection ~ Rev. Alicea

Many people have asked me about my role 
as a Deacon.  Common questions I receive 
are: Don’t you want to have your own 
church?  When will you become an Elder? 
Why is your stole different?  In this and 
following Clarion issues, I will shed some 
light on The Ministry of the Deacon and 
my specific role here at FUMC.  

Our congregation is beginning a new year round 
community outreach mission project for people in 
need called "Blessings in a Box".  This will be a 
wooden box,made by our youth during their summer 
mission week, placed on a post outside our church 
building.  The goal is to make life a little easier for 
folks who are lacking some basic necessities.   
Examples  include: (travel or trial size) toothpaste, 
toothbrushes, deodorant, feminine hygiene products, 
band aids and hand sanitizer.  There will be a 
complete list of items in the mission collection area of 
the church ( between the buildings).  There will also 
be a collection basket.  We will begin our collection 
now hoping to have a significant supply to stock the 
box when it is completed in June.  Missions thanks 
you in advance for your support in helping those who 
will benefit from this project.  ~Sandy Paul

mailto:RevMary@MountClemensUMC.org
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 Fellowship Updates

Women With Faith - Please note change of date!  We 
will meet Monday May 22nd at the church at noon.  
We will conclude our meetings till Fall with a potluck.  
Rev. Mary will be giving the program on UMCOR.  All 
are invited - if you are unable to bring a dish to pass 
come anyway, there is always a lot of food.

Book Club will meet Tuesday, May 9, at 10:00 in the 
library.  We will be reading After You, by JoJo Moyes.

We are so blessed to have guests visiting with us each 
week. I want to invite you to join me for Coffee with the 
Pastor. We will gather on Sunday, May 21, at 11:30 am 
in the conference room. We’d love to be your church 
family!  Coffee with the Pastor is designed to help you 
discover the values and beliefs of this church and the 
United Methodist denomination in a casual setting.  We 
will share drinks and a light meal together, learn more 
about the church, and one another.  I believe in this 
church and its ministry. When we find the right church 
family and make a commitment, we grow in our 
closeness to God, we learn to love our neighbor, and to 
walk as a child of God. I pray that you find that place of 
connection that will draw you closer to God.  If you 
have questions, concerns, or plan to attend, please give 
me a call, text, or email, 586.515.0013 or 
revmary@mountclemensumc.org. Child care will be 
available if that would be helpful for your family, just let 
me know. 

The Detroit Symphony Orchestra 
at the Macomb Center for the Performing Arts! 

Friday June 23, 8pm
Tickets: $25 for adults  $10 for students

Open Seating 

Location Information:
Center Campus - Macomb Center for 

the Performing Arts  
44575 Garfield Road

Clinton Township, MI 48038

New 
Member

Information

"God's Wondrous Love", presented by the Michigan 
Chamber Chorale. 
Saturday, May 13th at 3:00 P.M. here at First United 
Methodist.

Please join us for a musical celebration of 
God's wondrous love through music!

mailto:Office@MountClemensUMC.org
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May Birthdays 

May 2017

Joys to Share

May Anniversaries

Rev. Mary, Rev. Alicea & Quilters,
Angels who show up when a kind  
word is needed, when a smile or an act 
of caring can make a big  difference. 
Yes, there have been angels in my 
life, and I feel blessed indeed having all 
of you loving and praying for me.
Thank you So Much for all of your 
prayers, the beautiful handmade 
quilt, figet lap blanket and heart pillow 
that you made especially for me.  I love 
them!
Love, Denette Ballard & Family

Dan McLatcher       05/04 
Blake Richardson    05/04 
Patricia Van Camp   05/04 
Tracy Beebe         05/05 
Mark French         05/06 
Cassandra Semrau    05/06 
Nicholas Lefurgey   05/08 
Terri Brown         05/10 
Judy Northrop       05/12 
Barb Hanna          05/13 
June Hill            05/13 
Louise Lambert      05/13 
Candy Stevens-Job   05/13 
June Dion           05/14 
James Viggiano      05/15 
Jean Guard          05/16 
Alexis Scott  05/19
Heather Shipley     05/19 
Ward Watz           05/19 
Rick Eldridge       05/20 
Brody Richardson    05/21 
Abigail Trombley    05/21 
Betty Keller        05/24 
Jessica Tinkham     05/24 
Jessica Evans       05/25 
Michael Miller      05/27 
Kristy Trombley     05/28 
Michael Foy         05/30 
Walter Sugierski    05/30 
Tracey Bean  05/31

Terry & Linda Beardslee         05/02
Michael Brocker &
    MeribethBrocker-Querio 05/08
Dan & Linda McLatcher        05/10
Robert & Jocelyn Prevost  05/15
Walter & Melanie Sugierski    05/18
Dennis & Maddy  Lutz            05/21
Henry & Carol  Cusic              05/23
Gary Petroni & Linda Pillow   05/23
Darrell & Donna  Miller           05/24
Dean & Monica  Benson         05/28
Dwain Read & 
   Sheila Strunk-Read  05/28

Dear Worship Staff,
Heartfelt thank you for all the 
incredible work that went into worship 
design for Lent and Easter. Many of you 
volunteered to read scripture or poetry, 
to serve communion, bring in the Light 
of Christ, usher, pick up the pews, and 
lend a hand when needed.   Extra 
appreciation for our music department. 
The bells, anthems, and songs that were 
woven throughout the services just help 
to transform the worship services into 
something extra special.  Hats off to our 
sound guys and multimedia team that 
produce beautiful meaningful slides 
each and every week.
And of course, thanks to Wendy our 
Administrative Assistant. That works 
hard to keep us all on the same page 
and develops our bulletins each week.
It truly is a blessing to craft and execute 
worship services with all of you. Thank 
you again as together we found was to 
open heart, minds, and doors to allow 
God's Justice Roll Down Like Might 
Waters. 
Blessings, Rev. Mary

Dear First United Methodist Staff,
On behalf of the Detroit Historical 
Society, I would like to thank you for 
graciously opening your doors and 
providing a tour for our visitors of 
the Historic Houses of Worship 
program on Monday, April 3, 2017.  
Everyone really enjoyed learning 
about the history of your church.  It 
was a beautiful sight to see.
Thank you for inviting us into your 
beautiful church and we look 
forward to working with you in the 
future!
Sincerely,
Charnae Sanders
Public Programs Coordinator
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     Amount
 Received   Needed   Attendance

May 2017

$6,500.00 
$6,500.00 

$6,500.00 

April 2 
April 9 
April 16 
April 23 

$8,211.00
$6,344.00
$9,427.00
$5,890.00

144
320
173

Attendance, Gifts and Tithes for the 
month of April, 2017 

$6,500.00

 Ministry Updates

124

The Trustees recently purchased 21 new 8' rectangular 
banquet tables to replace our present tables. The old 
tables were showing their age and the process of 
moving them around the Church to accommodate 
different functions was becoming a burden because of 
their weight and two people were needed to carry them. 
The new tables weigh approx. 40 lbs. and can support 
up to 1000 lbs. of evenly distributed weight.

So now what do we do with the old tables? The Trustees 
would like to offer them to you if that is something that 
you could use? We are asking for a Good Will gift 
towards the table or tables that you would like and this 
would help us recover some of the costs of the new 
tables. If we still have tables available at Garage Sale 
time, we will try to sell them then.

FUMC Trustees

Your Trustees are inviting everyone to come out on 
Saturday May 20, 2017 at 9:00am for the Ninety-
First Anniversary of the Spring Cleanup. Garden 
tools will be provided or bring your own. We plan on 
cleaning flower beds, trimming shrubs and putting 
down some mulch. Might do a little painting if we get 
enough help. Every year all the good jobs go fast so 
sign up in the Multi-Purpose room Early!
Thank You, FUMC Trustees

Mark your calendar for our Hero Central Vacation 
Bible School July 24-27 and July 30 during Sunday 
worship!  A sign up sheet has been posted and 
volunteers are needed.  Please consider how you can 
serve our church and community at VBS. Check out 
our VBS website where you can see a video about Hero 
Central and register your child or grandchild for the 
week.  You can access this website through the church 
website or by entering the following web address: 
www.cokesburyvbs.com/fumcmtclemens
If you have questions about VBS, call, email, or talk 
with Rev. Alicea.
Please be in prayer for our leaders who are already 
planning, for those who will volunteer, and for the 
children who will attend.



Our Church Family

Our Friends and Family

Our Homebound
Myrna Born, Marilyn Jean Borow, Dawn Brass, Irene Cloud, Polly Darling, Marjie Eckhout, Mike Foy, 
Patricia Foy, Karen Loos, Katie Milbourn, Charlotte Randolph, Mary Schmidt, Murray Shelson, Fred Thielk, 
Rosalie Tinkham, Patsy Weagel, Gladys Wiggins, Bernie Weideman

Sarah Akers, Kyle Blaszkowski, Melanie Blaszkowski, Leah Clifton, Matthew Durham, Emily Fowler,
 Joshua Gould, Kyle Hill, Nina Hill, Zack Kinic, Ashley Krynski, Megan Kupser, Makayla Landrum, 
Stephanie Lyskawa, Megan Long, Tighe Maclean, Madeline McInnes Sword, Theo Miller, Kevin Perry, 
Martin Querio, Amy Beth Simon, Jordan Spratt, Sam Van Camp, Jake Williams, Morgan Wiza

57 Southbound Gratiot Avenue  
Mount Clemens, Michigan 48043  

www.mountclemensumc.org
Email:  office@mountclemensumc.org 

Church Phone:  586.468.6464

College Students

Those Serving in the Armed Forces
Adam Donahue, Tami Grigsby, Sean Kiernan, Tony Kiernan, Brian Hill

Pastor, Reverend Mary G. McInnes 
Email:  revmary@mountclemensumc.org

Kay Sommers, Cliff Tinkham, Julie Strayer, Bonnie Kaster, Marsh Lynch, Karen Clary, Denette Ballard, 
Doris Breitkreuz, Samuel Silien, Dwain Read, Meah Higbee, Marsha Blakely, Andrea Kruse, Emerson Arntz,
Eleanor Shipley, Jeremy Pointer

Our Thoughts and Prayers are with...

Contact Information

 Robert Robbins, Jennifer Hudock Haxer, Mark Young, Jude Thomas, Jonathan Adams, John Gibson, 
Donald Ballard

Deacon, Reverend Alicea L. Williams 
Email:  alwharpist30@gmail.com

Grieving
The family of Beverly Weed




