
June/July 2021
First UMC is a welcoming, accepting, caring and diverse Christian community committed to teaching the 
gospel of Jesus Christ to all people through faith-based worship, exciting programs and outreach ministry.

Ponderings from your Pastor 
I hereby command you: Be strong and courageous; do not be frightened or dismayed, 

for the Lord your God is with you wherever you go. 
Joshua 1:9 NRSV

Dear Friends, 

As we head into the summer again, we do so with the feeling that we are in a different place then we have been in 
the last year. In Michigan and in the US, Covid restrictions are slowly being lifted, businesses and churches are evaluating 
next steps, and an aura of hope seems to be breaking into the unrelenting anxiety. Of course, we name for those who have 
lost loved ones, had persistent symptoms, or who have lost work or income because of all that has happened, hope still 
seems further away. 

As we, as a church, grapple with all that has happened and where we are headed, I think it is important for us to 
answer again the question that I field almost daily, “When are we going to be back to normal?” Truthfully, there is much 
that will never again be “normal” again. While we will eventually return to sitting without masks, singing, fellowship time, 
and hugs, I pray that other things will never return. I pray for permanent change. I pray for adaptable change for how we 
are called to relate to the world around us with innovation and passion. Just like we have throughout this pandemic, I hope 
we ask not if we should serve our community, but how can we serve our community in the best possible way. I hope the 
way we serve is never “normal” again. That is not who we are. I hope our opportunity to worship is forever changed. I 
hope our online presence, welcoming people far and near to be part of our community and hear of Christ’s love, never 
goes away. I pray that our deeply intentional care for one another through calls, and cards, and groceries, and Zoom calls, 
endures. I hope our “normal” of catching up Sunday to Sunday is not enough, but that this season of apart leads to 
continued intentionality around connection. I pray that the “normal” of worship is something that we never take 
advantage of again. Let our embraces mean more, our shared communion cup hold more weight, and our songs of praise 
that we lift be shared with greater vigor than ever before. While I hear and feel the difficulty of this season and feel the 
yearning to be back together, I am so relieved that things will never be “normal” again. I don’t want to lose anything that 
we have been taught by this time. We are made to be in relationship with God, one another, and to all the world.  Let’s 
internalize the yearning and take stock of the blessing and privilege of gathering, worshiping, connecting in community, 
and being the hands and feet of Christ.

As a church, we will continue to discern and take a cautious approach to church-wide decisions. Our church 
leadership recognizes that we have families and individuals with many different circumstances. We want to make this a 
continued place of grace and comfort, while also taking seriously the emerging information and guidelines. Our 
discernment continues with intention.

While “normal” is not my goal for the future, there is amazing comfort in what is deeply and profoundly 
unchanging. The love of God, the solidarity of Jesus Christ, and the movement of the Holy Spirit, remain unwaveringly 
present. Just like the scripture from the book of Joshua, we are reminded to be courageous and unafraid. God is with us in 
this time and place, and in everywhere we have been, and in every step we take going forward. The goodness of God’s love 
and grace remains, as does our call to love one another, spread love in our community, and care for the world. As we 
deviate from the normal of our everyday expectations, let us stay grounded in the eternal power of Jesus Christ, and be 
moved with greater intention than ever before, to appreciate the gift of worship, time and space together, and the 
opportunity to serve the world. As we continue to journey together, know that I am thankful for you! May God continue 
to bless us as we wade into unfamiliar waters, appreciating where we came from, but moving forward with new and 
renewed intentionality. Through God, Jesus, and Holy Spirit we pray it would be so. 

With God’s Grace, 
Pastor Dan
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Graduation Sunday – On June 13, 
we will honor all those who are 

graduating from High School, College, 
Graduate School, 

or from Doctoral programs. 
Please contact Wendy Jones in our 

church office if you are graduating this 
year so you may be included in our 

worship service celebration. 
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Children Ministry & Youth Group Updates 

Baptism Buddies - Thank you to those who have 
already signed up to be a Baptism Buddy. There is still 
room for a few more Buddies. There are several 
children who will be baptized this year and you can 
have a positive impact on their faith journey from the 
very beginning, sign up to be a Baptism Buddy today.  
If you would like to learn more about what being a 
Baptism Buddy means for you, please see Rev. Alicea.

Celebrate Wonder – We began in October wondering 
about God, Jesus, our faith, and many other things. 
Over 20 children have participated in our Celebrate 
Wonder Sunday School this year. Many thanks to 
their parents who have been partners in teaching and 
sharing their faith with their children at home. Special 
thanks to Bonnie Robbins-McCormick, Linda 
Johnston, and Marsha Lynch who have driven many 
miles this year to deliver all the home packets to 
families. Celebrate Wonder will take a break from 
June through August and will begin again in 
September with brand new stories and all new 
activities. If you would like to find out how you can 
help with gathering supplies, packing the home 
packets, or being a part of the delivery team, please see 
Rev. Alicea.

Cokesbury’s Discovery on Adventure Island: Quest 
for God’s Great Light VBS
“Arise! Shine! Your light has come: the Lord’s glory 
has shone upon you! (Isaiah 60:1)” is our guiding 
scripture for a time of adventure while we seek God’s 
great light on Cokesbury’s Adventure Island! With the 
lighthouse keeper and our puffin friend, Beacon, we 
will learn to shine with Love, Faith, and Hope while 
discovering the light of God. Mark your calendars for 
August 17-19 for Vacation Bible School. Watch your 
email and the Clarion for more information including 
registration and format (in-person, online, or both).

Youth Summer Activities 
The Youth Group wrapped up its regular Sunday 
meeting schedule with outdoor fun at George George 
Park with a surprise visit from Pastor Dan who 
brought ice cream treats! We gave out Paper Plate 
Awards and enjoyed an afternoon together ending 
just before the rains came down. We will take a short 
break in June but will participate in several "Popcorn" 
service projects around Macomb and Wayne counties. 
Summer activities culminate with a Beach Party at 
Lake St. Clair Metro Park for youth and their families! 
Please check this Clarion Calendar for dates of these 
events and contact Rev. Alicea if you plan to attend. 

Welcoming New 6th Graders!
All incoming 6th graders are invited to join the youth 
group for all summer activities. Come and have fun 
with us! There are lots of fun activities waiting for you 
this fall including our weekly youth group, 
Confirmation class, and planning for a Mission Trip in 
the Summer of 2022! The most important part of 
Youth Group is YOU! Contact Rev. Alicea to let her 
know that you will join in the fun!
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Ministry Updates and Thank You Notes 
Community Meals 
The Youth Group served lunch to several guests as 
part of the Community Meals program on Sunday 
May 2. Special thanks to Sydney Olszewski for 
ordering the food and Karen Zdravkovski for 
donating the beverages. 
It was a good day for serving others! 

Thank You First United Methodist Mount Clemens.

 My entire family and I want to thank the Church, Pastor 
Dan and Reverend Mary. Thanks for all the prayers, 
thoughtfulness and caring on the passing of Judy Alger. 
Thank you for the beautiful flower arrangement and the 
use of our beautiful church. We have received many cards 
and prayers from our friends and members of the church, 
as well as notes and comments online. 

Saturday, April 17 was a good day and a bad day. The 
good day was the celebration of the life of Judy, 
surrounded by family and friends remembering our 
wonderful life together. It was a bad day because it was 
the funeral for Judy.

Because of Covid we have planned an outdoor 
celebration on Saturday, July 31 at George George Park. 
We have reserved the pavilion, so mark your calendars. 
Most likely noon to 4pm. 

Again, thanks to all who attended, sent us cards and 
prayers, Pastor Dan, Rev. Mary, Bonnie McCormick, 
Dan McLatcher and the parking lot patrol. 
Larry Alger

Thank you for all the prayers, cards, and acts of 
kindnesses that I received. They helped me through the 
surgery and recovery. God answered those prayers, and 
I am forever grateful to my church family.
Gratefully yours,
Linda L. Johnston

I would like to thank all our church family for the 
sincere and loving sympathy for our daughter, Ronda 
and all of our family in the loss of her husband.  It's 
wonderful to know all of you are there for our family 
with love and prayers and support.   
Thank you sincerely from all of us.  
Carol & Don Ballard & Family



The Clarion

Notes from your Leadership Committee
Notes from your Leadership Committee
The Leadership Committee met on March 16, 2021 via zoom: 

Pastoral Report/Finance:  
• Pastor Dan reported that the paperwork has been completed and submitted for the

Cares Act loan forgiveness.
• Tim Howlett reported that he continues to be impressed with the faithfulness of this

congregation. Our finances have remained favorable throughout the year.

Pastor Parish:  The committee went into Executive Session for approximately 45 minutes to discuss
Pastor Parish issues.  No action was taken at the end of the session.

Trustees:  
• Tom Baber has been working with DTE on an energy audit.  A suggestion from DTE to switch
               to LED bulbs was made and changes are already being made throughout the church.  
• Discussed the leak from the upstairs bathroom to the office below which has been repaired.

Work still needs to be completed on the ceiling.
• Tom Baber and Pastor Dan explained the issue with the gas leak.  Work has continued with
               Consumer Energy. 
• Bids were received for a new server which continues to be an issue with our technology.

NOTE:  On March 25, 2021 the Leadership Committee received a detail explanation of the above 
mentioned issues via email. It was noted that due to the gas leak in the building the dishwasher and 
water heater was being affected. It was also noted that the computer server continues to create 
problems with the technology in the building.  Additional costs will be incurred for carpet cleaning 
and supplies.

A motion was made and supported that we utilize funds from the Endowment Fund to cover the 
above mentioned costs for repairs.  This was supported unanimously by the committee.    

Deacon Report:
• Rev. Alicea reported that Sunday School will continue on line for the time being.
• Children’s Worship will remain on pause—hopefully returning in the fall.
• Vacation Bible School will be in-house and conducted the third week of August
• Plans underway for Graduation Sunday with 3 seniors graduating this year.
• Working on updating the Protection Policy as required by the District

Next Meeting:  June with date to be determined.

Respectfully submitted,
Your Leadership Committee
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Joys to Share 

Nicholas Lynch 06/02 
Addison Maertens 06/03 
Jacob Williams 06/03 
Diane Vander Muellen Nagle 06/07 
Donna Miller 06/08  
Frank Presley  06/09  
Keith Rosso  06/09 
Kelli Pierce  06/10 
Marsha Blakely 06/11  
Makayla Landrum 06/13 
Teri Miela 06/13 
Christine Dewey 06/14  
JT Tinkham  06/14  
Dee Jay Whittam 06/14 
Audrey Minarik 06/17 
Anne Champion 06/21 
Kelly Norkiewicz 06/21 
Jean Borow  06/22 
August Querio  06/22 
Lisa Lucido  06/23 
Caralee McKay 06/23 
Ron Dewey  06/24 
Joey Lynch  06/24 
Jude Lynch  06/24 
Ashley Krynski 06/25 
Linda Beardslee 06/26 
Jason Machalak 06/26 
Chase Grigsby  06/28 
Moorea Stahl  06/28 
Donald Ballard 06/29 
Carol Dorsey  06/29

June Birthdays July Birthdays  June & July Anniversaries

Sydney Olszewski        07/01
Pastor Dan Hart         07/02
Jaxon Haxer  07/02
Celeste Duggan          07/03
Kaitlyn French          07/04
Rick Lyon               07/04
Suzanne Tregembo        07/05
Patsy Weagel            07/05
Emma Lucido             07/06
Michael Olszewski Jr    07/06
Steven Paul             07/08
Emma Granke        07/11
Rory Flanigan           07/12
Ben Wilden              07/12
Irene Cloud             07/13
Tony Lucido             07/14
Jennifer Haxer       07/20
Bonnie Kaster           07/23
JoyAnn Wells-Flanigan   07/24
Patricia Arketa         07/25
Debra Card              07/28
Michael Keller          07/28
Linda Mowatt         07/29
Meribeth Brocker-Querio 07/30
Diane McDougall         07/30
Patricia Yousif         07/30
Melissa Machalak        07/31

Herb Brush & 
    JoAnn Taylor Brush 06/04
Cameron & Sara Biery         06/05
Al & Karen Clary                06/09
Tim & Celeste Duggan         06/11
Bob & June Hill 06/15
Matt & Linda Tinkham        06/15
Ray & Judy Buchanan           06/16
Terry & Vicki Jones            06/17
Michael & Betty Keller      06/19
Ron & Christine Dewey      06/23
Mark & Patricia Yousif      06/23
Andy & Jenny Ellis         06/27
Michael & Micki Schichtel   06/27
Rev. Alicea & Chris Williams 06/30



Our Church Family

Our Friends and Family

Our Homebound

Jo & Joe Beaudette, Marilyn Jean Borow, Shirley Champion, Irene Cloud,  Karen Loos, 
Gerald & Barbara Pagett, Fred Thielk, Rosalie Tinkham, Patsy Weagel, Gladys Wiggins

Brianna Akers, Emily Beebe, Hannah Berg, Nathan Buchanan, Nicholas Buchanan, Nathan Clifton, 
Joshua Collins, Hannah Dion, Jessica Evans, Alison Haskell, Kyle Hill, Nina Hill, Jackson Kelly, 
Justin Keppler, Ashley Krynski, Claire Manning, Jack Nielsen, Nick Nielsen,  Jordan Olszewski, 
Sydney Olszewski, Mitchell Salisbury, Kyle Sieben, Amy Beth Simon, Jacob Williams

57 Southbound Gratiot Avenue  
Mount Clemens, MI  48043  

www.mountclemensumc.org 

Church Phone:  586.468.6464

College Students

Those Serving in the Armed Forces

Scott Bean, Adam Donahue, Brian Hill, Steven C. Kelly, Tami Morgan, Rande Phan

Senior Pastor, Reverend Dan Hart
Email:  pastordan@mountclemensumc.org

Our Thoughts and Prayers are with...

Deacon, Reverend Alicea Williams 
Email:  alwharpist30@gmail.com

Contact Information 

Nancy Donahue, Roger and Carolyn Merlo, Carol Dorsey

2021
First UMC 

Leadership Team
Linda McLatcher:  Chair
Tim Howlett:  Finance Chair
Harry Kosmala:  Business Manager
Lois Hill:  Pastor Parish Chair
Bethany Gimm:  Pastor Parish Co-Chair
Tom Baber:  Chair of Trustees
Justine Olszewski:  Co-Chair of Trustees
Linda L. Johnston:  Lay Leader
Lois Hill:  Lay Member to Annual Conference 
Linda Strait:  Secretary
Rev. Dan Hart:  Pastor
Rev. Alicea Williams:  Children and Youth Ministry

Norma Kosmala, Mike Lee, Joe Foster, Ronda Lams, Donna Sherby, Helen Schiffer, Charlie Smith, 
Jan Taylor, the Stetson family

Office Manager, Wendy Jones  
Email:  office@mountclemensumc.org

Grieving

Judy Alger, Rev. David Liscomb, David Lams, Jim Taylor
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