
December 2022
First UMC is a welcoming, accepting, caring and diverse Christian community committed to teaching the 
gospel of Jesus Christ to all people through faith-based worship, exciting programs and outreach ministry.

Ponderings from your Pastor 

Friends, 
As we enter the holiday season, and as we anticipate the coming of the Christ child, we also recognize the need for 

prayer. We pray to God a word of thanks for the blessings in life, and pray to God for healing for those who are hurting. 
Holy God, 

We pray for a season of hope.
We pray for those who are feeling hopeful in this season, for those with chances to see far-flung family, for those with new 

opportunities in life, for those who are in a beautiful moment in their lives, and for those with so much ahead of them.
We pray for hope, for those who feel hopeless. 

We pray for the hurting, forgotten, and lost. We pray for those who have been told they are not welcome 
at the family party, for those who are struggling to put food on their table or to find shelter from 

worsening weather, and for those who have experienced great loss.
We pray for a season of peace.

We pray for those who are content with their life and day-to-day journey, for those who have the blessings to feel 
safe and comfortable, for those who have worked for decades to be where they are now, and for those 

who find purpose and peace even when busyness abounds.
We pray for peace, for those who cannot feel it.

We pray for those who live in violence or war, for those who do not have access to water and health, for those who are at a 
time in their life where they are struggling with mental or physical health, and for those who are in a difficult moment of 

change. We pray for those who are anxious with a divided world, and for those who have been hurt by the church.
We pray for a season of joy. 

We pray for families celebrating beautiful firsts, for children in awe, for joyful reunions, for holy moments and twinkling lights. 
We pray for sacred worship and hymns, for silent nights and full rooms, for children’s pageants, and safe space for 
exploration and encouragement. We pray for those who may not know it yet but are in the best times of their lives.

We pray for joy, for the sorrowful.
We pray for those families grieving painful firsts, for holiday chairs left empty, for irreconcilable differences brought to light 

in other’s celebrations, and for the weight of good memories that seem impossible to repeat. We pray for those who are in 
difficult seasons, for those who feel abandoned, and for those searching to feel and find what others seem to have so easily. 

We pray for a season of love. 
We pray for those who are surrounded with community and family that affirm them. We pray for those who are coming 

home to church and family with happiness and healing. We pray for those who have felt love for others, 
love for themselves, and love towards others. 

We pray for love, for those who feel unloved or unlovable.
We pray for those who are oppressed and cast aside, for those who walk around with the burden of abuse, for those 
who do not find safety in their family, and for those who do not have a support network they can trust. We pray for 

those who have accepted harmful words others have told them about themselves, for those who cannot see their 
own worth, and for those who have been shamed for being who God created them to be.

Incarnate One, God and King, you are born a fragile child. In our own fragility we yearn for you to enter into our lives, 
in whatever space you find us. Help us to anticipate your hope, peace, joy, and love. Help us to grow in this season to 

seek you more, to free ourselves in our trust of you, and to be your light for all we encounter.

With Love, Pastor Dan



Advent Study and Worship Series

Advent Study – Christmas in the Four Gospel Homes

This Advent we will have a special study to help us hone in on the story of Christ’s birth. This 
Advent we will be reading Rev. Dr. Cynthia M Campbell’s, Christmas in the Four Gospel Homes, 
which looks at the Christmas narrative in the four different gospels and relates what distinguishes 

each Gospel.  She uses the analogy of setting your house for Christmas, and how each Gospel 
distinguishes itself in depth and story.  This book is simple enough that it will be easy to read 
through during Advent but will also provide some good thoughts and questions to help us to 

grow in faith and understand the story of Christmas better.

If you are interested in partaking in the study, we will have two options for you to join. We will 
have an in-person class each Tuesday at 2:00 at the church. 

We will also have a Zoom option Tuesday evening at 7:30pm. 
We will meet November 29th, December 6th, December 13th, and December 20th.

If you are interested, please call or email to let Wendy and Pastor Dan know so we 
can provide you a book. Books will cost $10, but if you need help with cost, please let us know. 

Please let us know if you are signing up for the afternoon or evening class.

Hymns of Christmas

Throughout Advent we will be exploring the themes of hope, peace, joy, and love through 
the stories of Christmas hymns and scripture. How does the prophecy of John teach about hope, 
and what does Charles Wesley have to say about inner peace? How do the loving words of Mary 

speak to us in the bleakness of our lives? Our theme will reach until Christmas Eve and Christmas day 
as we explore more of our hymn stories and explore the good news of the birth of Christ! 



Christmas Eve Services

5:00pm Children’s Service
We will have an interactive Children’s service for all our children and family. 

We will hear the story of Christmas, build the nativity together, and sing some of our 
favorite Christmas hymns!  Following the service there will be a short time 

of fellowship with milk and cookies. 

7:00pm Traditional Service with Candlelight
Join us for our traditional service where we will hear the story of Christ’s birth and  

worship together!  We will hear scripture, hear lots of special music from our 
talented musicians, sing beloved Christmas hymns together, and close together 

with a candlelight Silent Night. 
We will have candles available for all ages. Come celebrate Christ!

11:00pm Contemplative Candlelight Service
Our late-night Christmas service will be full of Christmas hymns, scripture, 

and a warm atmosphere. We will close our service with Silent Night with candles, 
and will close the evening entering into Christmas Day with light and joy. 

Christmas Day Service

10:00am Christmas Morning Service
This year Christmas Day falls on a Sunday! 

We will worship together on Christmas, hearing the stories of some 
of our favorite Christmas hymns, and will have some special music prerecorded. 

It will be a hybrid service with different voices, some recorded, and some in person.



Youth Group and Children's Ministry

The 345 Club
What is the 345 Club? It’s a gathering of all 3rd, 4th, and 
5th graders. We meet on the 5th Sundays on the month. 
Our first gathering was October 30 at Imperial Lanes and 
bowled a few games. It was a lot of fun! Mark your 
calendars for the next event LASER TAG on Sunday 
January 29. Bring a friend! 
Celebrate Wonder Sunday School
If you have children ages 3-10 and are not currently 
receiving Celebrate Wonder Sunday School Bags each 
month, please contact Rev. Alicea to be added to this list. 
Celebrate Wonder LIVE! 
Join us on Zoom for Celebrate Wonder LIVE on Sunday, 
December 4 at 4:00 for 30 minutes of Celebrate Wonder! 
If you would like to join us, please check your December 
edition of What’s UP? Children’s Ministry Monthly for 
the Zoom Link or email Rev. Alicea. 
Children’s Worship
Children’s Worship will NOT meet during the month of 
December.
What’s Up? A Monthly Newsletter for Parents
What’s Up? Is a new newsletter that is emailed to parents 
once a month to update them on all the activities and 
events in Children’s ministry. The first edition was 
emailed on September 22, if you didn’t receive your 
What’s Up? Newsletter, please send Rev. Alicea a text or 
email to be added to the email list. Don’t miss a single 
event in Children’s ministry this year!

Children’s Christmas Play
THE PARTY is the title of this year’s Christmas play for 
children. All children are invited to participate. Readers and 
beginning readers who can memorize a line or two will 
receive their lines via parents email. There is only one 
rehearsal for our play on Saturday December 10 at 11:30 in 
the Sanctuary. THE PARTY will be a part of the worship 
service on Sunday December 11. Email or text Rev. Alicea 
to add your children to the Christmas play.

Youth Service
Early in the morning on Saturday October 15, we met at 
the church and drove to CASS Community Social 
Services to help in the kitchen. During our three hours 
we prepared a meal, washed a lot of dishes, cleaned and 
organized a pantry, and help in any way that was 
needed. Thanks to Sean and Terri Brown and CJ and 
Camden Parker who got up early on a Saturday to be in 
service to others! Yay, YOUTH!

Youth  Scripture Discussions
Our SnapChat Scripture Discussions have started. Each 
week on Saturday afternoon, Rev. Alicea posts a 
scripture verse to read and think about, then on Sunday 
at 5:15 for 15-20 minutes, we ask questions about the 
scripture, give some context/history about the scripture, 
and hear about needed prayers for the coming week. If 
you are in 6th-12th grade and are on SnapChat, contact 
Rev. Alicea about being added to the Youth Group Snap 
Group to join in the discussion. Our next discussion is 
Sunday December 4.

Protection Policy Update

Members of the Leadership Team and Rev. Alicea are 
updating and editing our current Protection Policy that 
was adopted in 2018. Once this is complete, Protection 
Policy Trainings will be scheduled. Trainings will be 
offered in a variety of ways: in-person, on Zoom, or self-
guided. All adults who work with or want to work with 
children, youth, and vulnerable persons must be trained 
and background checked.  All previous certifications 
have expired. If you have been through the Michigan 
Conference Safe Gatherings training, you do not need to 
go through our training. Watch for upcoming details 
about training events.



Ministry Updates

Families with Children Events
Apple Pie Making– Six families and several volunteers 
gathered to make Apple Pies. It was a wonderful day of 
fellowship and family fun as yummy apple pies were 
assembled to be baked at home. Each family made at least 
one pie with extra pies for giving away to a friend or 
family member. 
Breakfast with Santa – Santa is coming! Join us on 
Saturday December 10 from 9:00-11:00 for a light 
breakfast, Christmas crafts, Christmas Song sing-a-long, 
and visit with Santa! Registration is required. Click on 
the link to register today: Follow the link below for 
Registration -Breakfast with Santa:
https://forms.gle/XswYuoDqfENb6mFq9
Breakfast with Santa Volunteer - This event is a 
Community Outreach event as we have invited the 
families of Seminole Academy to join us. We need many 
hands to help in the kitchen, with crafts, setup and clean 
up and making sure each child, who wants to visit with 
Santa, gets a chance to do so. Come and help us have a 
wonderful event with our friends and families. Follow 
this link to sign up OR sign up on the Library window at 
church: https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/10C0D48AEA92FA6FAC70-breakfast

Women With Faith will meet December 12th at 1:30 P.M. 
in the Wesley Hall.  We will be signing Christmas cards for 
Martha T.Berry - cards will be provided.  Also Bonnie 
McCormack is kind enough to play the piano for us and 
give us the background of some of the hymns we will be 
singing.   Please join us for this time of fellowship.

Church Rummage Sale Recap
The church rummage sale was a blessing to many people 
in our community and collected $3,169.27 in sales!  The 
money received from the sale will be used to paydown 
the church mortgage, support UMCOR projects, and 
purchase items through the Good Samaritan Fund.  The 
Good Samaritan Fund is an account used to buy bus 
tickets and items for the church blessing box.

The sale featured an amazing amount of teamwork and 
donations from our church members!  Items donated for 
the sale caused the Fellowship Hall to overflow with 
buying opportunities for customers! The events leading 
up to the sale involved many days of intake, setup, and 
pricing and with the plentiful help of many volunteers 
the tasks were completed in an astonishing, efficient way! 

The day of the sale featured an elite team of cashiers, 
greeters, persons helping customers carry items to their 
vehicles, and leaders who helped direct the sale.  The 
customers at the sale were very grateful as the sales and 
service provided delighted and exceeded their 
expectations.  The happiness the sale brought to our 
customers was heart warming and left a lasting 
impression of the kindness represented by our church!

The sale also donated many items to the Divine Hope 
Ministry, persons attending the Sunday Community 
Meals, and Mount Clemens schools.  The greatness of 
the sale can be thought of in terms of the large number of 
people who are helped through receiving items that help 
match an item with a person who needs and benefits 
through an answered prayer connection.  

We have a very generous congregation who share many 
acts of kindness without any expectation of reward or 
recognition. One thing is for certain, God sees all the 
work and contributions.  He is a rewarder and by giving 
help to someone else, we are ensuring that the help we 
need will be there when we need a breakthrough.

For the quarter ending September 30, the Endowment 
Fund generated $2,110.61 for the Trustees to use for 
building maintenance and improvements.
Ken Fowler



Joys to Share 

December Birthdays December Anniversaries
Mason Munn            12/01
Melissa Richardson     12/01
Jeff West             12/01
Herbert Brush III     12/02
Ailey Hart            12/02
Scott Reece           12/04
Cody Granke           12/05
Jennifer Pointer      12/05
Aaron Gimm            12/06
Jason Miller          12/06
Meah Higbee           12/07
Zachary Kinic         12/07
Christopher Miller     12/07
Crosby Lynch          12/10
Camille Moore         12/10
Tina Tinkham          12/10
Nicole Evans          12/11
Thomas Hill           12/11
Scott Lakin           12/11
Thomas Northrop        12/11
Justine Olszewski     12/12
Constance Hall        12/13
Emily Beebe           12/14
Barbara Dodd          12/14
Jazmin Schutt-Pointer  12/14
Lorri Petty           12/16
Monica Benson         12/17
Larry Alger           12/19
Carol Ballard         12/19
Wyatt Minarik         12/20
Mary Philo            12/20
Brian West            12/24
Janet Hudock          12/26
Karen Loos            12/26
Junia Querio          12/26
Malina Haxer    12/28
Jennifer Querio 12/29
Sandra Paul      12/31

Rolland & Gayle Bumler   12/21
Pastor Dan & Autumn Hart 12/27
Steven & Claudia Waid    12/29
Thomas & Lois Hill       12/31

Dear church family,
The total number of food items 
donated to Father Bob's Food Pantry 
during the food drive was 637.  The 
support of our church will greatly 
assist Father Bob's in serving many 
people in our community!
Thank you all for you support of this 
important outreach ministry!
FUMC Food Drive Team

Thank you to all who contributed 
snacks, funds and those who packed 
the WE CARE boxes.  We stuffed 
them so full that when our recipients 
open them snacks may pop out all 
over their room.  Your contributions 
do show we care about our college 
students and military personnel. 
We also thank Wendy for updating 
the list and helping us with the labels.
FUMC We Care Team

Thank you for your friendship and 
your mutual love of UMC Mount 
Clemens!  All the arrangements were 
lovely and we appreciate all your 
volunteer work.
Warmly,
The Family of Nancy Donahue

Dear Pastor Dan and church family, 
On behalf of my mother 
(Barb Pagett) and our family, I 
would like to thank you for the nice 
birthday card you sent as well as the 
card conveying your condolences for 
my father's passing.  The past few 
years have been a challenge but we 
have faith in God's plan and will 
trust in Him.  Please keep Barb in 
your prayers.
Sincerely,
Linda (Pagett) Young

Dear church family,
We received many thank you notes 
from those who received We Care 
Packages in October, they are very 
grateful for your thoughtfulness and 
kindness!

On behalf of the whole staff, we want to 
thank the congregation for the staff 
appreciation gift in October. We are 
thankful to serve a congregation where 
we can serve alongside one another in 
ministry, and know we are supported. 
As we continue to serve this church in 
our various roles, and as we look 
forward with excitement and 
confidence, know that our staff feels 
blessed by our church and all its 
wonderful people!
Pastor Dan and FUMC Staff



Our Church Family

Our Friends and Family

Our Homebound

Jo & Joe Beaudette, Herb & JoAnn Brush, Marilyn Jean Borow, Irene Cloud, Shirley French, 
Barbara Knuth, Suzan Littlejohn, Karen Loos, Carolyn Merlo, Marilyn Nielsen, Barbara Pagett, 
Kay Sommers, Ruth Swistock, Fred Thielk, Del Thomas, Linda Tinkham

Brianna Akers, Emily Beebe, Nathan Buchanan, Nicholas Buchanan, Nathan Clifton, Katie Crossman, 
Jack Eckert, Jessica Evans, Alison Haskell, Danny Haskell, Kyle Hill, Aaron Hudock, Jackson Kelly, 
Justin Keppler, Megan Kosmala, Ashley Krynski, Emily Longstreth, Colin McCallister, Megan McCallister, 
Claire Manning, Jack Nielsen, Gabrielle Olszewski, Mitchell Salisbury, Sarah Salisbury, Rachel Shier, 
Kyle Sieben, Jake Williams, Alex Zdravkovski

College Students

Those Serving in the Armed Forces

Scott Bean, Cory Berg, Hannah Dion, Matthew Juras, Tami Morgan, Brendan Price

Our Thoughts and Prayers are with...

Contact Information 

Dee Jay Whittam, Don Ballard, Elaine Walton, Darrell Miller, Carol Dorsey, Dawn Meredith 

2022
First UMC 

Leadership Team

Scott Nowak, Vivian (Dawn Meredith's mother) 

57 Southbound Gratiot Avenue  
Mount Clemens, MI  48043  

Church Phone:  586.468.6464

www.mountclemensumc.org 

Senior Pastor, Reverend Dan Hart 
Email:  pastordan@mountclemensumc.org

Deacon, Reverend Alicea Williams 
Email:  alwharpist30@gmail.com

Office Manager, Wendy Jones  
Email:  office@mountclemensumc.org

Chair: Warren Minarik
Vice-Chair: Terri Brown
Finance: Tim Howlett
Lay Leader: Sydney Olszewski
Secretary: Keith Rosso
Staff Parish Relations: Bethany Gimm & Lois Hill 
Trustees Chair: Justine Olszewski 
Member at Large: Sheila Strunk
Member at Large: Kim Rueger-West
Clergy: Rev. Alicea Williams, Rev. Dan Hart
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