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U First UMC is a welcoming, accepting, caring and diverse Christian community committed to teaching the

@

gospel of Jesus Christ to all people through faith-based worship, exciting programs and outreach ministry.

Ponderings from your Pastor

44 Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you—that everything written
about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be fulfilled.” - Luke 24:44

Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

Recently, I was reflecting on my time with this wonderful church and came upon a devotional that I did with Autumn and
Elodie at the very beginning of the pandemic. Elodie was 2 years old, and Ailey was not yet born. We sat in those first few weeks
wondering what all would be. We announced that for the month of March, we would be worshiping from home, but would
return soon to more normalcy. I remember hearing questions about why something so horrible would happen. Did humanity
“deserve” such a punishment for living poorly? Was it intentional on behalf of God to make us better? I find the words of
comfort from years ago, echo even louder now.

Here are the three points shared in March of 2020, that are worth revisiting today:

First, God does not choose to harm us. It is not God’s will for us to be punished or hurt by God. God does not choose viruses to
flourish, or for people to needlessly die. There is nothing in the Bible that tells us that is true, especially when we look at the way
people of all faiths, backgrounds, political affiliations, and economic situations have all experienced loss. God does not choose to
harm us.
11 For surely I know the plans I have for you, says the Lord, plans for your welfare and not for harm,
to give you a future with hope. - Jeremiah 29:11

Furthermore, God is with us! God is there to support us and guide us. We can turn over what we are struggling with to Jesus
Christ, knowing that God intentionally cares for us every day. We are tied to a God that promises to carry the load of
our burdens.
28 “Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest. 29 Take my yoke upon you,
and learn from me; for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.
30 For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.” - Matthew 11:28-30

That same God who is with us in Christ also calls on us to care for one another. God chooses us to do good. We are called to
community within and beyond our church. We are called to radical love that pushes our boundaries and remembers the sacred
worth of all of God’s people. Just as God chooses not to harm us, and is intentionally with us, we are called to do the same
in the world.
16 You did not choose me but I chose you. And I appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father will give
you whatever you ask him in my name. 17 I am giving you these commands so that you may love one another. - John 15:16-17

We were, and are, faithful. Today we see the vibrancy of our church that we were never sure would return. I am thankful for the
faithfulness of this church and God’s sustaining presence in our lives. As Lent gives way to Easter, we are reminded again that
the resurrection of Jesus Christ is changing our lives. The good news of Jesus Christ is that in life, death, and resurrection, we
too are given life. With God’s love we are called from fear and worry to abundance and life! May we follow Christ’s journey with
eager joy, knowing that we will never be the same.

In Christ,
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Ministry Updates

Family Gatherings
Family Game Day — We had a wonderful afternoon of
fun and games on Saturday, March 8. We played board
games and card games together, had some fun playing
with the parachute and playing hide-n-seek (Pastor Dan
knows a really good hiding place), and enjoyed some
yummy snacks. Below are the dates for Family
Gatherings until December (don’t forget to invite your
friends). Please mark your calendars. If you have any
questions, please ask Rev. Alicea or one of the members
of our Children’s Ministry Team.
April 13 - Easter Carnival
May 18 - Lunch at the Park Day
August 11-14 - Vacation Bible School.
August 17 - VBS Sunday
September 7 - Fall Kick Off
October 4 — Corn Maze and Pumpkin Patch
November 22 - Pie Making Day: Make an Apple or

a Pumpkin Pie

December 20 - Breakfast with Santa

Vacation Bible School

Come with us on a Road Trip and be on the go with
God! VBS 2025 is August 11-14 from 4:30-6:15. Mark
your calendars. Volunteer sign up is coming soon!

Hands with Detroit

On Saturday, May 3, we gather with others in the
Greater Detroit District at Cass Community Social
Services for a day of service. The day is divided into two
shifts: morning 9:00 - 12:00 and afternoon 1:00 — 4:00.
Opportunities appropriate for 10 and older include:
Document Destruction and Grounds Maintenance.
For 12 and up: Kitchen Work and Warehouse Sorting.
For 14 and up: working on Tiny Homes. Other
opportunities for adults: Painting and Hygiene Kit
Assembly (activity especially for those who need to sit
while they work). Registration is open and space is
limited. To register please visit the Greater Detroit
District website: greaterdetroit.michiganumc.org. Please
let Rev. Alicea know that you have registered.

Pathfinders

Sunday, March 9, our Pathfinders embarked on a
Lenten Journey. They experienced Lent from Ash
Wednesday to Good Friday. As part of the journey,
they made prayer beads, talked about how the Lenten
practices of they learned about Ash Wednesday,
Repentance, and Believing as well as the services of
Palm Sunday, Maundy Thursday, and Good Friday.
Each Pathfinder made a Lenten Experience Booklet to
help them journey through Lent and took home their
prayer beads, a bank to remind them of the importance
of giving, a loaf of bread to bake on Maundy Thursday,
and a small olive wood cross for Good Friday.




Holy Week Worship

Holy Week Services

at FuUMmcC
of Mount Clemens
Palm Sunday, April 13*

Service: 10:00 am -

Maundy Thursday, .ﬂ_.prt[ 7"“
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Save the Dates for our
Spring FUMC Pasty Bake!

On Tuesday, May 6th at 6pm, we will be cutting up
vegetables. On May 7th and 8th, we will be
making and baking around 1,200 pasties!!

So, we will need all hands-on deck to help
in this important ministry fundraiser.

Sign-up sheets will soon be on the window across from
the library. If you have any questions,
please feel free to contact one of our Pasty Chairs.

Pasty Chairs: Linda Willneff and Marge Knapp
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April Birthdays

Lloyd Job
Patrick Young
Camden Parker
Emily Minarik
Robert Richardson
Autumn Hart

Patricia Hill

Desiree Grigsby
Marge Knapp

Megan Wilson

Robert Prevost
Christopher French
Shawn Maertens
Alyssa Semrau
Madelyn Benson

Julie Skurya

Susan Galatioto

Jason Parker

Ray Buchanan

Bev Sumpter

David Knapp
Christopher Trombley
Everest Lefurgey
Jaqueline Sage-Phillips
Elodie Hart

Mike Evans

Marsha Lynch

Rusty Northrop
Derald Van Camp

Bill Wiza
Christina Alger
Michael Evans, Jr.

BIRTHDAY!

04/02
04/02
04/02
04/04
04/05
04/05
04/06
04/06
04/07
04/07
04/10
04/11
04/12
04/13
04/13
04/14
04/15
04/16
04/17
04/18
04/18
04/19
04/21
04/23
04/23
04/24
04/25
04/25
04/29
04/29
04/29
04/30

Joys to Share

April Anniversaries

Josh & Christina Alger 04/06
Brian & Stephanie West 04/20
Mike & Kim Evans 04/29

The family of Shirley French would
like to extend a grateful thank you
during her passing for all the caring
thoughts, prayers, phone calls, cards,
flowers, and a special thank you to
the women of the prayer shawl
ministry.

WE CARE packed boxes of snacks
for 19 college students. Thank you to
all who donated snacks and money
to send the boxes. Thank you to
those who helped pack the boxes
after church. Special thanks to Lloyd
Job for taking the boxes to the post

office.

The Quilters with much help from
the congregation have distributed
over 1,000 pocket prayer quilts.
They are available at both entrances
to the sanctuary.

I am filled with gratitude. We very
much appreciated the kindness you
showed to my husband and me
during my recent health struggle.
Your prayers and cards have been
both unexpected and spirit lifting.
I am proud to be a member of this
church. I am grateful to you all.
Thank you.

Anita Marini

I wish to think my church family for
cards, prayers and especially the
beautiful quilt! One thing about
being sick when you are well again it
mabkes you very thankful for good
health but also brings new meaning
to "Church Family"!!! So very
thankful for my church - I could feel
their love!

Jocelyn Prevost




First UMC of Mount Clemens Financial Report

2025 FINANCIAL REPORT

This will provide a report of our finances at year-end for 2024 and discuss our 2025 budget. Again, thank
you for all of your incredible generosity.

2024

For 2024, our actual pledged envelope giving was $258,711, which was about $3,000 over budget. Our
non-pledged envelope giving was about $45,859, which was about $6,408 under budget. Christmas giving,
Easter/Lent giving and loose plate giving were collectively about $1,025 over budget. Our fundraising revenues
were over budget. Our one-time gifts were $24,074, which was $24,704 over budget. Our miscellaneous gifts
were about $2,000 under budget. Overall, our revenues were about $19,000 over budget.

The Trustees' expenses were at budget. Our salary and benefit costs were at budget. We also paid our
apportionment at 100%, the highest rate in several years.

We budgeted a shortfall of $27,805 in 2024 knowing we had surplus from 2023 to cover any shortfall.
Instead of a shortfall in 2024, we had a profit of $10,890.59. Overall, we ended 2024 with a surplus of $75,704.42.

2025

In 2025, we have pledges of $256,296, which includes some pledges from previous non-pledge faithful givers.
We are budgeting, based on our past experience, $50,000 for non-pledged envelope giving. We are also
budgeting $15,000 for fundraisers, and $10,000 in one-time gifts.

As a result, we are budgeting a total income of $341,921 for 2025, compared with a budgeted income of
$332,154 in 2024. In 2024, we budgeted expenses of $359,959. In 2025, we are budgeting total expenses of
$363,017. The budget includes 4% pay increases for the pastors and all our staff and keeping our apportionment
payments at 100%.

We will have a budgeted shortfall of $21,721 in 2025, compared with a budgeted shortfall of $27,805 in
2024, $38,071 in 2023, $30,641 in 2022 and $41,434 in 2021. We have adopted a budget with a shortfall since
2021 because we had sufficient surplus to cover the budget, if necessary, and because we had so much
momentum that we believed there was a significant possibility that our giving would be more than budgeted,
which did happen every year. Similarly, in 2025 we are adopting a budget with a shortfall with more than
enough surplus to cover it, if necessary, and with optimism that we will be able to generate additional revenue as
we continue to grow.

ENDOWMENT FUND

We have an Endowment Fund that was created for the purpose of capital improvements to and the
maintenance of the Church properties. The Endowment Fund provides interest revenue annually to the
Trustees for their expenses. It is also used for maintenance and repairs. The balance as of December 31, 2024
was $442,574.29, even after we withdrew $53,000 for roof repairs.

In short, our overall financial situation improved again in 2024, and we are optimistic that it will
continue to do so.

Thank you, again for your extreme generosity. As a result of your generosity, over the last several years
we have accomplished much. We have paid off our mortgage. We have repaired our roof. We are paying 100%
of our apportionments. We have been able to fund Rev. Alicea's position after she started as a volunteer so that
we now have a dynamic youth program which has dramatically improved our church.

Tim Howlett
Finance Chair



Our Thoughts and Prayers are with...

Our Church Family

Steve Brandon, Jocelyn Prevost, Miriam Carroll, Dan McLatcher, Sarah Alger, Ray Buchanan, Helen Walter

Grieving

Shirley French, Karen Loos, Suzan Littlejohn, Carolyn Merlo, Darcie West

Our Friends and Family

Marsha Lynch's brother, Mark; Diane McDougal's brother, Mark

Our Homebound

Josephine Beaudette, Marilyn Jean Borow, Ray Buchanan, Bonnie Kaster, Barbara Knuth, Marilyn Nielsen,
Linda Tinkham, Dee Jay Whittam

Those Serving in the Armed Forces

Scott Bean, Cory Berg, Hannah Dion, Matthew Juras, Tami Morgan, Brendan Price

College Students

Brianna Akers, Madelyn Benson, Aniella Bowman, Deanna Buchanan, Nathan Buchanan,

Nicholas Buchanan, Kobe Champion, Maria Chesnutt, Katie Crossman, Tessa Donohue, Drew Donovan,
Jessica Evans, Alison Haskell, Danny Haskell, Kassandra Kee, Jackson Kelly, Claire Manning,

David Manning, Matthew Manning, Sara Manning, Gabrielle Olszewski, Bailey Price, Sarah Salisbury,
Kyle Sieben, Alex Zdravkovski, Jenna Zdravkovski

Contact Information

2025

First UMC N First United
Leadership Team “IMethodist Church

DF HOUNT CLEMENS

Chair: Warren Minarik
Vice-Chair: Terri Brown
Finance Chair: Tim Howlett, Co-Chair: Dan McLatcher
Lay Leader: Sydney Sieben
Secretary: Kelth ROSSO Www.mountclemensumc.org
Staft Parish Relations Chair: Lois Hill, Senior Pastor, Reverend Dan Hart

Co-Chair: Kim Rueger-West  Email: pastordan@mountclemensumc.org

57 Southbound Gratiot Avenue
Mount Clemens, MI 48043

Church Phone: 586.468.6464

Trustees Chair: Mike Miller Deacon, Reverend Alicea Williams
Trustees Secretary: Barb Clay Email: alwharpist30@gmail.com
Member at Large: Shega. Strunk Office Manager, Wendy Jones
Clergy: Rev. Alicea Williams, Rev. Dan Hart Email: officec@mountclemensumc.org



<’ﬁrst United
“IMethodist Church

OF MOURT CLEMENS

57 Southbound Gratiot Ave.
Mount Clemens, MI 48043

| )y —

The Clarion
April 2025

Holy "Week Services

at FUMC
of Mount Clemens

Palm Sunday, April 13*

Service: 10:00 am

Maundy Thursday, April 1 7"‘ -

Service: 7zoopm

Good Friday, April 18% \

Service: 7:00pm

Easter Sunday, April 20*
Easter ‘Worship: 10:00am
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